Ninth Biennial Report of the Trustees, Superintendent and Treasurer of the Iowa Institution for Feeble Minded Children at Glenwood, 1893 by unknown
NINTH BIENNIAL REPORT 







PRlNTED BY 01101;:R OF THE GENERAL ASBll:MRLY, 
DES MOINES: 
G. H . RAGSDALE, STATE PRINTER. 
1898. 
II 
low A INi:;TrTUTlOJS FOR FE~:11LE-M1NDED Crm,DREN, l 
GLENWOOD, low A, August 15, 1893. f 
'I'<, J,i~ E.1-rrlln1cy, IIoR,\C.E Bon~, Gorrnwr of In1ra: 
Sm-With pleasure I herewith transmit a Cl)py of the Ninth Bien-
nial Heport of this Institution, for the use of your,.elf and the General 
Ai;.sembly. 
1 have the honor to be, 
Very re,,pectfully, 
F. M. POWELL, 
Sec,·dflry /Jrnr<t of 1',·u.~ttes. 
• 
OFFJOF.R.S OF THE INSTITUTION. 
TRU'.STU-:S. 
lloN. W. IL UALL. Pn&.~1 ni-:NT, 
I-'. M. SHRIVER, TRli.A:,tRltR. 
HOBEHT !ilcvA \'R~N. M. D. 
F. M. POWJ.;LL, M. I>., 
8ECllltTAllY 01' IIOAltD. 
}'. M. PO\VELL. 
MATHUS. 
Mn,. L. ~I. POWELL. 
ASSISTANT ltATRON. 
~Jiss J-:M~U URvWNE. 
CLEJIK AND bT&WARD. 
T. Q. HECOIWS. 
Jl001{•Kl.:Kl '&H • 
11. W WRIGHT. 
~ECll&TAllY. 
M111s ~1AJ<; VAN l)J.; WATER. 
A8S!6TANT PIJ\'ll(CCAN. 
J. ~l. DUN EL \N, M. D. 
Tit \CIIKIIII, 
)h~» ~IATTIJ<; E. CLIFT. 
Miss MAY POWELL. 
:\h,s ANNA M. DEANE. 
Mt~ ISABEL I<'. IRWIN. 
MtSII ElTA rn!-COHK 
M111sLAURA .JAY WAYNICK. 
)lriss JE~NIE M. su;LYE. 
Mrss MARGAHET P. MAYWOOD. 
Mrl:!I> Gl!:~E S.\RTF:LLE. 
Mns. Nl-;'LTIE WAHL. 
~hi<s CLAHA SHCL I ERS. 
M188 DORA SARTELLE. 
MR. FRANK BICKNELL. 
01trtoln. 
Glt111r,00d. 
- Niuou,·i J 11/ltv. 
.:, ll/>tri11t,mlt11t. 
6 OFr!CERS O.F THE JN~TITUTIO~. [B8 
DEPARTMENT ) I ANAG:ERS. 
Boyl'' Dtportmmt 11n,1 .lftdical A11si11tc111t ...• . •. .. . )ht. GEORGE MOGRIDGE. 
Girl,' Dep<1rtmt11l .. .... . ....... . ......... .. ... ~lJ~s LILLIAN ROBINSON. 
Bo11pital Dtpm'imt11t.... . . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . . . . . .. . . :\hss MA RY K SLACK. 
Kitchen D,portment ........... ................... . ~frss SARAH E. CLARK. 
Farm 1111d Ganim Depo1·t11unt .....•......•........ ~Jn .. JAME:, W. MILLER. 
E11gi11ur', D,p11rtme11t •.. •..• • .••.........••...•..... ::\ln. D. K. DONNELLY. 
IIo,·ticullural lJ,-po1·tmn1t .... .•. . ................... ~::\IR. J .P. JACKSON. 
F orema,iin,Shoe Shop ....................... ........ Mn. ALFRED DAVIS. 
Fo,·eman Wood Worki11g Room . ................ l\ht. FRANK BICKNELL. 
Vi11itor11' Attenda11t...... . . .. .. . .. .. .. . . .............. llrss RILLA DREW 
TRUSTEES' REPORT'. 
To Jlis E.rcellency, GOVERNOR BoIES, aml the Twenty-fi/111 General 
A ssembly: 
In presenting the nint.b biennial report. the trustees submit their 
statements for your consideration, with the superintendent's and 
treasurer's reports herewith appended, which give in detail the opera-
tions of the institution. 
In addition to the quarterly meetings, we have made visits at such 
times as in our judgment the affairs of the institution demanded, and 
have to report that after inspecting the various departments, we are 
pleaRed to state that it has been a prosperous period, the objects and 
aims of the institution having been carried out as fully as existing 
conditions permitted. 
We are e:rateful that the health of the inmates has been excep-
tionally good and that the welfare of the household has been carefully 
guarded and directed. 
The number enrolled June 30th was four hundred and seventy-six, 
being only nineteen in excess of the number at the beginning of the 
period. You will observe that the last general assembly did not 
make an appropriation for an extension of room that would permit 
the care of a greater number of inmates. We are conscious that the 
present roll-call is more than can be justly cared for with existing 
facilities, and that it is only for the summer months, when one 
hundred or more are at home for a vacation, that the present enroll-
ment can be kept up. 
Tables for movement of population indicate that there are now 
two hundred and seventeen applicants waiting for admission, who are 
legitimate candidates to be accepted when space permits. Continued 
applications will be made that will increase this numl,u to three 
hundred and fifty or more during the next two years. 
Our visits through the departments confirm previous op1mons 
regarding classification. So apparent is the condition of the epileptic 
and asylum charge3 that we readily concur with the superintendent 
in advising that the institution should not admit epileptics until 
facilities shall have Leen provided £or them. Notwithstanding that 
• 
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only a few epileptics ha\"e been admitted during the period, there 
remain one hundred and eiiht promiscuou1>ly di~tributed in wards 
with other children. We have only to repeat that this is wrong, and 
. request your honorable body to provide suitable buildings in connec-
tion with this institution, or at some other locality, for their care and 
treatment. 
The table showing the physical infirmities of those present gives 
additional cau'le for a building constructed for the care of those who 
bear more than ordinary 1ofirmities. 
The ward £or paralytics in the hospital building prm,ides for only 
fifteen, wherea.~ there are demands £or the care o( not leRs than fifty 
bearing evidences of paralysis. But few of the custodial applicants 
can be admitted until more space is provided for them. 
At the last assembly, plans and specifications were presented for 
an asylum building to accommodate two hundred, but no appropria-
tion for this purpose was mnde. The superintendent bas again 
s,Jcured plans for a building to cost $80,000, which, when completed, 
will shelter two hundred belonging to the lower grades, classified as 
i,beir dependent natures require. A building of this size would be 
fully occupied at the present time if avaih\ble. 
In this department some of the epileptics and paralytic3 can be 
cared for until further proviioion can be made for them, the central 
building and cottages to be occupied by the iroprovables belonging to 
the school and industrial bnildiogs, leaving them free from contact 
with the epileptic and asylum charges. We desire to urgently 
request an appropriation for erecting .md furnishing an asylum 
department, as referred to, that a classification may be made in har-
mony with the true condition of the inmates and the law governing 
the institution. 
As time progresses it i~ noticeable that the greater per cent of 
a,]mi!:sions will b"come permanent wards for life-a remedy that will 
rrevent them £row duplicating themselves . 
The census tables invite your attention to the numlwr present in 
our state, viz.: 3,319 in 1890. In 1880, 2,314. A gain of 1,000 in 
ten years. The total number enumerated being greater than the 
insane. 
Whut the state should further do in the interest of this c\as::1, it 
is not our province to dictate, but believe it to be for the public good 
an.J a public duty to enlarge the facilities for the dependent classe~. 
"True charity consists not in pauper;zing its recipients, but in help-
i11g them to help themselves." In providing an a.'lylum building, a 
greater range for training will be secured for the more dependent 
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and a more complete system of directed labor will be po~sible for the 
educable division as well as improved surroundingil for the two 
classes adapted to their special infirmities . 
The building contemplated will be situated io a desirable location 
about thirty rods £rom tlui central or main building, in front of a 
grove that will be used for recreation grounds. H will be only two 
stories in heighth and have, in addition to the wards, a dining room, 
recreation or training room, where they ,vill receive directed training 
by a competent teacher. Further, such of them as are capable, will 
be taught to assist themselves and their associates to the extent of 
their limited abilities. In the way of recreation, they will be permit-
ted to attend the amusement hall in the school department at such 
tiwes as will be conduci\·e to their benefit. With this arrangement, 
the clas;iification will be as perfect as present knowledge can provide. 
The following is a summary of appropriations required for the 
period: 
J. For erecting e.nd rur, lsblng au asylum building ... , ...... . .................. t!-0,000 
2, Por improvements ln w(1ter supply... . . . . .. . . .. . .. . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . • . . .. . . . . 8,500 
:J. For lnore11.Sed Ore protection e.nd renewing steam J,lpcs .... .. .. ... .... .. .. .. .. 2,IIOO 
4 For palnllng . .. .. . . .. . ... ... .. . .. ...... ... .......... .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. . .. . .. ... ... 1,500 
6. J;'or school supplies e.nd llbru.ry.......... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . ... .. . .. .. .. .... •. .. • 200 
6. For~urgloal Instruments e.od books.................. ...... ........ ...... ..... JIIO 
7. For barn fund.......... .. . .. . .... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . . .. .. .. .. .. • .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. . 1,000 
8. J.'or oontlugeot and repair ruod .... . .... . . .... ... ..... ... ... . . ... ....... .. .. 6,000 
D. F'or bod~ e.nd bod ding.. .. . . . . .. .. . .. ... . . .. . . . .. .. .. ... .. ... .. .. .. . .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. 1,500 
10. For dyne.mo......... ... .. .. .. .. . . .. . .. . .. .. . .. . .. .. . • ... .. . .. . . .. .... .. ... .. . .. 2,000 
Total.............. .... . ..... ...... .. ............................. ....... . 11)7,350 
These amounts are necessary for the several purposes named and 
are required for the further development 0£ the institution. ' 
The water supply for general use is so positively deficient that a 
liberal appropriation should be made that improvement may follow at 
the earliest possible moment. 
The funds left at our disposal by the twenty.fourth general assem-
hly are principally invested and in accord with the net creating them. 
We arc especially pleased with the completion of the ind1111trial build• 
ing, which provides sufficiently for industries necessary in the man-
agement 0£ the institution. 'l'he laundry department is complete in 
arran~ement i.md well equipped for present use. The wood working 
room has abund,mt machinery and tools for carrying on work both 
remunerative and instructive. You are referred for informatior: to 
the superintendent's reference to expenditures of other funds. 
The farm and horticultural departments continue to yield abund-
antly, as indicated by the tables. The brickyard is a profitable indus-
try. ~he steward, Mr. Records, reports 1,200,000 brick made during 
the period. 
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We com mend the enterprise manifei-ted in the ind us trial depart-
ments, and are encouraged to belit!ve that greater remunerative results 
will follow and greater good be obtained iu the way of disciplining 
the activitie:-.1 of the inmates. 
At the call of the superintendent we visited the institution, 
December 20, 1892, to investigate the cause of the farmer's cottage 
burning down. As far as could be determined the fire originated in 
the flue where the pipe entered, igniting the ceiling, and when dis-
covered was progres,;ing so rapidly that all efforts to extinguish it 
failed. But few of the farmer's goods were saved and none of the 
kitchen furniture belonging to the institution. J!'ortunately the 
house was insured for one thousand dollars, which was promptly paid. 
With this, and four hundred dollars appropriated by the executive 
council, a new cottage has been built and is now occupied. 
We are pleased to refer to the condition of the children's depart-
ments as meriting our hearty approval, having always found those in 
charge kind and diligent in the discharge of their duties. These 
inspections have led to increased confidence in those having direct 
control of the operations.of the institution. 
Respectfully submitted, 
• 
w. H. HALL, 
RonERT M cGAVREN, 







To the Ho11orable Board of Trustees: 
GENTLEMEN-I herewith submit for your cousirleration a report for 
the ninth period in the history of this institution. 
The operations have been similar to those of preceding years, with 
continued evidences of popular confidence in the way of demands for 
recognition and expressions of gratitude by patrons and the public. 
More urgent appeals than usual have been made for the care of 
asylum charges. It is therefore deemed proper to repeat the claims 
of this most dependent division, calling your attention specifically to 
the existing classification and pressing need of a building independ-
ently located oc. the grounds for their custody and training. The 
present arra1Jgeme11t is inadequate to meet the needs of this class. 
They are now in wards selectfd with reference to the condition of the 
inmates, so far as the present building will permit, but thiR leaves 
them located near the better classeR and in rooms in the basement and 
third floors, compelling a classification that £ails to do justice to their 
kind and an injustice to the more im9rovable. Again, the e~ileptics 
are subjected to conditions not suitable for persons affected with this 
distressing malady. It is becoming a serious question-what to do 
with the epileptics. The colony plan is bein~ strongly recommended. 
Ohio has already located them independently at Gallipolis, and New 
York passed a bill providing for the establishment of a home for their 
care and treatment. In preceding reports their claims were alluded 
to, advising special legislation in their behalf. The necessity of this 
has been so apparent that the management considered it necessary to 
reject their applications until special provision should be made for 
them. The following from one of the most prominent periodicals, 
written before the enactment of the Ohio and New York law, so 
clearly portrays the epileptic that it is inserted here: 
"Sufferers from epilepsy must be accounted among the most unfortunate of 
human bein~s. An early development of the malady darkens all the patient's 
prospects in life. However domestic bis disposition, be cannot anticipate a home 
of bis own. He is largely shut out rr om ordinary occupations. Be is an unwel• 
come visit.or in the social circle, and hie own eensitiveness lends him to shrink from 
joining it. 
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If be ventures upon the street, be is liable at any ruoment to be thrown vio-
lently to the ground; if be remains at home hP is in the same danger of falling 
down stairs, or against the sharp cornPrs of the furniture, or upon a bot stove. He 
lives in perpetual dread. 
The number of epileptiC4 is very large; probably there are a quarter of a mil-
lion in thi• country. The amount of aufferinir endured by the patients and their 
friends must be incn!culable. 
Many epileptie11, moreover, thou(Cb perfectly Pane at other times, show a deslrucl-
ive impulae during that form of disPa•e in which the patient does not fall in con-
vu!lione. They may attack and kill a stranirer toward whom they bnve not even a 
cau~e of annoyllllce, and a few moments afterwards be wholly unaware of the act. 
Now, while in most parls of lhe United States, ample provision ts made for the 
inll!llle, the blind, the deaf and dumb, the feeble-minded, and indeed for nearly 
every clan of unfortunate.i, there i s almost no provision for epileptics. True, 
Mnssacbu,Plt~ has a private in.titution for epileptic children at Baldwinsville, but 
they must leave it at the age of fourteen, though there is not a place in the Jaod to 
which they can go. 
Other coontTies are far ahead of us in this matter. In GermaDy there has been 
a colony for epileptics for oearly a quarter of a century, a colony whicb oow num-
ber11 moro than one thousand patients. There are similar uqylums in other cono-
tries of Europe. 
b:very it.ate in the union should provide n tborougbly well-equipped institution 
for epileptics. The mejority of the putienla would be improved; not a few, whose 
epilepsy rf!tlulta from iojury to the head, would be wholly cured; all would be made 
comparatively comfortable and happy. They could be furnished with employment 
such tu would be at the same time conductive to health lllld a help toward the 
expentie or the e~tnblishmeol. 
Opportunity for the more careful and continuous study of the dtseuse would be 
supplied, by wbich its treatment would be rendered more hllpeful than it now is." 
At the date of the eighth biennial report, there were one hundred 
and thirteen being cared for here. This class now numbers one hnn-
dred and eight in the wards. With the completion of an a~ylum 
building, which your honorable body bas under adrisement, the insti-
t ution can coo tin ue to care for many of them. Without an extension 
of buildings, I cau not but advise the continued rejection of their 
appeals for admission. 
Among the number of appl icants are persons over eighteen years of 
age, who cannot be admitted under the present law, although merit-
ing recognition . At such time as the state can p rovide for the admis-
sion of adults it should be done. In mnny cases their claims are more 
ur1~ent than those of younger years. 
There are now more than four hundred applicants waitino- to be 
admitted, two_ hundred and seventeen of whom are eligible by law, 
but m ust wait for g reater capacity. During the period there were 
two h undred and twen ty-one applications. For movement of popu-
lation and other information, you are referred to the tables herewith 
appended. 
' . 
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When it is u nderstood tl1at there aie now 3,3m feeble-minded 
persons in Iowa, a!! reportE'd by the census of 1890, and three-fourths 
of this number will seek state shelter and protection, you can renclily 
nuderstAnd the necessity of increased accommodations for this 
deserving class of defectives. 
It is the aim of the [ostitution anrl in conformity with the law to 
provide for the uoeducable as well as for the teachable. To accom-
modate the idiot and iru becile cl1ildren in the same building or Rame 
ward with the victims of dementia or epilepsy has a pernicious effect. 
A speedy remedy is needed. The plans of a new building contemplale 
apartments that will permit training for all who are susceptible and 
for 1111 of lhe lowest types of idiocy. Their conditions and require-
ments have been repeatedly presented to an extent that I need not 
reh+>arse them here. 
The total number of insane ~iveu for Iowa by the census is 3,197, 
for which three hospitals are generously and wisely provided for their 
care and treatment, while this cla:-.s, anrubering 3,319, fiuds only one 
institution, with provision for not more than 450. Your attention is 
e,-pecially called to this fact, that you may find it consistent to prrss 
the clairns of the feeble-minded in terms commensurate with their 
number nod needs. 
Next in importance requiring attention is the water supply. You 
are aware that ihe preRent system parlially depends ou Keg creek 
which is 01uddy willer at intervals, when it is not on ly unfit for gen-' 
er?l use, bu~ from a sanitary standpoint is unsafe. Dn ring the spring 
nuns the pipes and tanks arr so fillc!d with deposit as to render the 
water unfit for any purpose. Bathing and scrubbing are deferred 
indefinitely. The risk is too great to be continued. It invites deadly 
~erms that may propagate infectious maladies liable lo cause au epi-
demic 0£ typhoid fever or other seriowi sickness. I trnst you will 
ernphasizP- the importance of ll speedy remedy. An appropriat.ion 
should be made to secure a suffi\!ient number of wells to furnish the 
Dl:'cessary needs for all purposes. In connection with thii,, a large 
reservoir is rt>quired for storage, to be drawn upon in an emergency. 
I estimate that thirty-five hundred dollars will be needed £or this pur-
pose. T he wells in use only supply a snfficient quantity for drinking 
water, culinury demands, and £or lanudry work. 
T he f-lystem of stand pipes and hose connections should be increased, 
and that portion of steam pipes belonging tc, tbe first plant should be 
overhauled and repaired. The breakages in the threads in the return 
pipes are f rom rnst and age. Accidents from this cause are not only 
expern1ive and annoying, but <la agl!rous consequences may follow 
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where steam i<J shut off during extremely cold weather. It would be 
impo.'IBible in an emergency to protect the children from extremes of 
tern perature. . . 
To preserve the buildings, fifteen hundred dollars 1s little enough 
for painting. The school department will neeJ two _hundred dollars, 
and for surgical instruments, one hundred dollars 1s r~quested; ~or 
barns one thousand dollars; for contingent and repair fund, five 
thous~nd dollars will be required to meet the demands in this direc-
tion• for bedsteads and bedding, fifteen hu ndred doI:ars. An abun-
dant supply of bedding material for this class of chil?ren is so neces-
sary to their comfort and welfare that the above 11t11u 1~ s~all ~nough. 
Your f11miliarity with the expenditure of appropr1atiom1 1s such 
that 1 need give but a brief account in my report. 
EXPENDITURE -OF .APPHOPRIATIONS. • 
Tbe twenty-fourth general assembly made the following appro-
priations: .For completing lftUndry and inrln<1trinl_ roomc,, $15,000 • 
With this fund the building has been completed, bemg now the most 
substantial in the group, and providf's fu lly for laundry room, wood 
working room, shoe shop and bnnd room on the second floor. These 
convenience~ are all that are needed for present use. 
For barns and granaries, $1,000 was allowed where 83,000 ~ns 
expected. Eight hundred and nine dollars has been used to ?rov1de 
temporary buildings until an additional nmount can bt- obtmnf'd to 
make further extension~. 
For finishing tourtb floor and sei.tin~ Assembly Hall, $1,000 hns 
answered the purpose, leaving the attic flour completed and the h:.:!! 
provided with comfortable chairs. 
The $1,000 for purnting answered a good purpose, but was not 
enough. 
The $1,0v0 to build a fruit hot1se bn.<i not been used, but plans have 
been made preparatory to commencing work at an early date. 
The fencing fund is only part ially drawn; the remainder is needed 
for completion of fences. 
Five hundred dollars for i111provemeut of grounds has answered n 
good purpose. 
The $1,200 granled for a new boiler and fixturf's was not enough. 
W itl1 the sale of an old boiler, we were able to provide a new one. 
The $1,200 for beds and bedding has been utilized in the direction 
intended. The amount should be more for next period. 
Three thousand five hundred dollars for contingent aml repair fund 
is not enou~h. The numerous repairs required throughout the in~ti-
tulion demand a lar,r:er sum. 
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The sums for school supplies and hospital ward secured many needed 
conveniences. 
One thousand one hundred and fifty dollars of the East Cottage 
fund was necessary to make needed repairs. The sum allowed by the 
twenty-third general assembly was not sufficient to move the building 
and make repairs, it was therefore deemed advisable to make necessary 
improvements and not attempt to move the building until a more 
liberal appropriation shall have been secured. 
REA.LTJI .AND 8.ANJTATION. 
I t i11 gratifying to report that the health of the inmates has been 
good during the period, with a smaller per cent of deatbc, to report 
than for the preceding period. The causes of death are given in 
appended tables. With the exception~£ the water supply referred to, 
the !'<anitary condition of the buildings has been favorable. 
One of the hospital patients broke out with the measles soon after 
his return from Omaha, where he had been sent for an operation. 
The building ,vas quarantined at once, thereby confining the disease 
to this ward. In all. only three cases developed. 
EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT. 
During the past year this division has maintained its previous 
standard with more complete work in the kindergarten rooms and 
industrial classes . It h a.c; been our nim to test the intellectual capacity 
of the inmates and classify thern accordingly. The customary 
methods have been practiced with at least average results. Tb(, 
number enrolled in the school department is now two hundred and 
seventy-five. A majority of these, with others, who have passed to 
the school period, have been instructed in labor training, partial 
results of which will be found in tabulated form appended. 
The wood working room was not ready for use until late in the 
fall, and therefore bas limited results to report. I am pleased to state 
that this division of labor training is in a promising condition, with 
prospects of greater benefits, not only in teaching boys skill in this 
indmitry, but in remunerative returns that will pay the expenses of 
the department. 
Needle work and household duties have consumed all the time that 
the girls have outside of school training and recreation hours. 
The shoe shop, carpenter shop, farm, brick yard, and general 
work, furnish employment for all boys capable of participating in 
labor training. 
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First Sewing Clt1sq I ud ustrlal Work. Mlllll Wa.ynlck. 
I I £ndustrl&l Work. Mis, Irwin. l<eadlng. l-loelllnst. Writing, ,: Mi-.~ Gene :;artrlle. -· Wrlti~ 11 n nd Sewlt11t - 0 - Word .lleth,xC- Reading :<.,1mhers.! lndi.-Tdual Work. / lodustrl&l Work. -;_ Mbi In<:.eo.re . .;!: 
I 8 Fancy Needle Work. Re~ponse. ., Ml~•Cllrt . 
I A Elr<;t S11111:lnir Ola~s Pl:ino lnslru<'I loo. • Ca\l,then h:s. Miss Shullers. 
Number Nuwlwr. l Iudn•trl:tl Work. Ml,.s Maywood. -
Wrtllog_. 01(1 Work. Occnpntloo Work.I On.mes. Ml~s 8eel.vc. 
First Sewlnp; Olass ~"'- Wahl. 




Attention Drill. f'orm. Maoutll Drill. 
I I --:00-2:~0 2:i0-a:20. 
Car,·lng. 
Drums. 
Turning. ---· Ba., .... 
3:20-1 :00. 4 :00-1 :45 j 
·1--~n~e-n~cb~W~ork:-- ,~Ir. Bicknell 
Trombone. Band. 












































20 INSTITUTIO~ FOR FEEBLE-MINDF.D CHILDREN. LBS 
Entertainment and Sunday exercises have been kept up regularly 
during the period. 
In behalf of the flower mi" ion, it is a pleasure to bear testimony 
to pleasing exercii,es on the 25th of June, conducted by Mrs. Shafer, 
of Malvern, as"isted by the clergy from Glenwood, and others. Mrs. 
Heinman arranged for the entertainment, but was unavoidably 
detained. Ench child present received a bouquet of flowers . These 
visits and ei:erci"es give our children much pleasure and stimulate 
their worthy imI>ulses. 
The asylum classes have received training in Woodrow Rall under 
the direction of a competent teacher, who directs their movements 
with a view to di;;;cipline and recreation. 
On the night of Tuesday, December 20, 1892, the farm cottaize was 
destroyed by fire. When di::1covered, the flame;; were beyond control 
with the limited conveniences for fire protection. lt was with diffi-
culty that all the family were saved. You are f11miliar with the 
investii;nlion and opportunities for rebuilding, which I need not give 
in detail. 
A retrospective view of the operations of the Institution suggests 
that among the mo:;t embarrassing features of the work has been to 
discriminate in the way of admig:;ions and to properly classify the 
inmates, features which can only be remedied by increased capacity. 
AC!tN'OWLEDGMENTS. 
Continued thanks are due to the mauy friends of our household 
for the expre~~ions of gratitude and confidence and for kindne:.s in 
remembering thi~ dependent family with generous contributions 
during the holiday seasons and at other times. 
Acknowledgments are due to the publisher:s of the OskalooRa He1·-
alcl, Darenport Su,ulrty Dcmorrat, the Jlo11trwma Republiran, the 
lifar.~hallto1c11 Time.~-Rcpublica11, the .Misso1ui Valley Times, the 
Deaf .\fut, Hfltrl,rye, the Y.il/s County Jounwl, and others. 
To the officers antl teachers, department managers, and employes, 
1 am u nder obligatiom1 for their untiring zeal in the interests and 
welfare of the institution, ancl esp+>cially to the honorable board of 
trustee~, for their counsel ancl hearty co-operation in the general 
management of affairs and responsibilities incumbent upon the super-
intendent. 
Respectfully submitted, 
F. M. POWELL. 
18G3.J REPORT OF THE ~UPl.:RINTE.NDE~T. 
CIRCULAR. 
This in'ltitution was established by the sixteenth general a_..,sem-
bly of the State of Iowa, Ill the year 1876, and located at Glen wood 
in the building formerly occupied 1,y soldier;' orphans. ' 
. The object of this i11-ititutiou is to provide special means of 
improvement to that class of children so deficient in wind or afflict d 
with such marke~ peculiaritie,,, of intellect as to deprive them of t:e 
benefits and pnvileges <,f other educational institutions and ordinn 
methods of instruction. ry 
The education imparted to this cla.;s includes not only the simple 
Plernents of instruction of our common schools, where that is prncti-
c~blc, but erub~aces a course of training in the more practical matte!"'i 
_r:r erery-da! hfe, the cultivation of habit:. of cleanline~➔, propriety 
P!ld self~rehance, and to develop and enlarge their capacity for useful 
occupations. 
To promote these object.8, children ,vill receive such education and 
· s~c_h moral and hygienic treatmeut, as their peculiar and varied 'con-
ditions demand. · 
Mental imhE:c~lity depend,- u~on some abnormul or imperfectly 
developed cond1tt0n of the physical system, a condition in which the 
nerv?us organization i.'! e!'lpecially defective, preventing the hnr-
mom?us and n_atural_ de,elopment of the mental and moral powen;. 
_ Idiots an_d imbeciles, as n rnle, are feeble in body as well as in 
mmd. Their gai~ and v~luutary movements are generally awkwarcl 
and :i_low,_and their 11pecml !leases inactive and underelopt>.d, and are 
wantmg in nervouR and muscular power. Phy~ical training nud 
~evelopment, therefore, are e➔sential, in order that their mental 
impro~ement may !~come permanent; hence the importance aud 
nece.ss1ty 0£ gymnastic and calisthenic exerci'les in their treatment. 
. The very feeble power of attention must bu cultivated and 
rnc_reased by the mo!,t attractiYe means. The special senses must be 
tramed _and educated, vicious habits are to be corrected, and the idea 
of obedience and moral obligation must be planted and nouri➔hed. 
• 
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Some, who are only backward, aod are undneloped from being 
misunderstood, or abused, can be brought out and reclaimed by special 
means. Many others can be arrested in their downward course, made 
orderly and obedient, docile and industrious; and all can be improved 
in their general condition and habits. 
In order to ""cure the.-;e bles:.ings to this afflicted class they must 
have that special care, treatment and instruction, which cannot be 
obtained in the family nt home, or in private medical practice, or by 
a1•y of the ordinary methods of education; and it is only in some insti-
tution, well arranged and directed for the accomplishment of these 
special objects, that they can receive such benefits. Each individual 
Ca!<e must be studied, and treated as its peculiarities demand. 
Every child and youth residing in the state, between the ages of 
ftve and eighteen, who by reR.Son 0£ deficient intellect is rendered u nab1e 
to acquire an education in the cowmou ~chools, shall he entitled to 
receive the physical and mental training and care of this institution 
at the expeuse o{ the state. 
The ~pecial SJstem of iu-1truction, training and management adhered 
to in this institution I renders it a desirable residence for all children 
0£ Ll1 is cl nss. ' 
Applications for admission shall be made: "Fi,-st, By the father 
nnd mother, or either of these if the other be adjudged insane. SPrond, 
By bet guardian duly appointed. Third, In all other cases hy the 
board of supervisors of the county in which the child resides. It i;hall 
be the duty of such board of snpervisora to make quch application for 
anv such child that has no living sane parent or guardian in the 
s tate, unless such child is comfortably prov"idecl for already." 
"The form of application for admission into tbe institution shall 
he such as the trustees prescribe, and each application shall be accom-
panied by answers to such interrogatories as the trustees shall require 
propounded." 
The institution is under tl1e managemPnt of medical officers, and 
the inmates receive all ordinary medical aud hospital treatment free 
of charge. 
The progress anci improvement of our children have been very 
encouraging, and pnrents and friends almost invariably express satis-
faction with the results in the comparatively short time their children 
have been under training. 
Our institution is open daily, except Sundays and Saturdays, to 
visitors and the public, at all reasonable houra, and all are not only 
. cordially invited to visit our school, but earnestly requested to do so . 
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Each. child a~m1tte~ shall be.provitled with at least three changes 
of clothmg, which wtll be registered when the child is admitted. 
Such clothiog- as may be needed subsequently will be furui~hed by the 
-,upermtendent, registered, and a bill of the same rendered. 
As a matter of convenience these bills will be sent to the nuditor of 
the county in which the parents reside, so that they can be settled by 
said parents near home. 
'l'he board of supervisors of said county !!hall determine as to the 
ability of !'laid parents to pay their bills so rendered, and in case of 
inability the) shall be paid by the county. 
Any other information desired will be cheerfully given· by the 
supermtendent. 
P. M. POWELL, M. D., 
S IIJJer in tn1de11 t. 






Adams.... .. .. . . .. .. .. ... . ... . .. .. •. .. .. 8 Keokuk.. .. ... .. .. .... .. .. .• ... . .. .... .. . a Ado.Ir............. ......................... t IJones ... . .. .. . . ... .... .. .. . . . . ...... .. 2 
AA\luJ~::'unb~okne.:. :.:,:.·_. :.:.· .. :. :_:_::·:·:·:·:·:····: .. :·.· .. · .. :.:_:_:. :_:.:.·.·. g ~~~~'~:::: ::::::::: .: :: :. :: . ::::::: :: :: :: i 
d l Llun.................. . .................... 11 
Benton............... • . . .. . . . . . . . . . . ... . 0 Loulsa. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . ... . .. . .. . 2 
Blaok Bawk....... ... . .. .. . . .. . .. . .. .. 2 Lucu.Jl.. .. . . . .. . . .. .. . . . . . • . . . . . .. .. . . . . . . . 6 
:~~4:;i-:::: :: :· :· :::. :::::::::::::: :: .::::· : rta~isou.:::::::: :::: ·::· :::·:::· :::::::::: : 
Buolrnna.n..... .. .. .. . .. . . . .. . . . . . . .. . . . 2 lllabtU,ka........ ........ .. .. . . .. . . . . . .. . 3 
Buen,. Vista.. .. . .. .. .. . ... .... .. .. . . .. 1 Marlon... .. .. . .. .. .... . .. . . .. . .... .... .. 7 
Butler....... ... ... .. .. .... ..... ..... .. .. 1 Mar,ihall. ... . ... .. .. ... ... .. . .. .. ..... 7 
Carroll....................... .. .. ... .. .. . 2 Mills.. .. .. .. . .. ... .. . .. .. . .. . . . ... .. . . .. 12 
ca,s... ... . ... . .. ... .. ... ........ .... .... 7 Mitchell ........................... :....... 2 
Cedar........ .. . .. . ... .. .. .. .. . .. . • .. .. . .. 6 Monona.. . ... .. . .. .. .. ... .. .. . . . ... . . 0 
Cerro Gordo..................... ... . ... .. 6 Monroe .............. .......... .... .. .. .. a 
Cherokee.... .. .... .... ... ... ...... . .. 5 l\1ontgomery.......... ... .... ... . .. .. . . 8 
CblckB&o.w ...... . ...... .... .. ............ 2 Musctltlne ... ........... .. . . ... ,. .. 12 
Clarke.. . .. .. . .. . .. ... . .. . .. .... . . .. .. .. . . 3 O'Brien . . . . .. .. .. . . .. . . . .. . . . . . .. . .. .. .. a 
2!r:j::::;:: :: :: :: : : : : : : :: : ::::::::::::: :: 1! ~:,r:~:~: :: .-:::  :  :  : .::  : .: :.:: ::  :::::  :  I 1 
Cruwrord.... ....... ... ....... ... .. . . a Plymouth....................... . . ... .. 3 
Dllllas ...... .. .. . ........ .. . . ... .. .. 11 l'OCllbOnta.s ...... .. .. .... .. . ... ... .. . .. . 3 
Dav ls...... .. .... . . .. . . . . .. .. . . .. .. . . . .. . 3 Polk . . . . . .. .. . .. .. . . .. .. . . . .. . . .. . .. . . . 21 
Decatur ............. , . . . . . .. .. .. . . .. . .. 3 Pottawattamie .. .. . ... . . .. . . .. . ... . .. . 1' 
Dela.ware............ .. .. . .. . . .. .. . .. .. .. 5 Poweshiek......... . . . .. . . • .. . .. . . .. . . . .. . 2 
B~k,~~g~:: :··· :: :::: .. :· .::::::: .: :: :::: g ~gff~~~ .. :: :: : ::: :::: :::::· :::: ::::: : .. :. 1~ 
n ubuque.. .... ..... ... 1g ~?:~~~.:::·:::::::: . .":::::: :::: .. ::::::: ~ 
FFFrroey~1o.ten"t: :_ :_ :_ :_: .· :_: .. : __ :. :. :_ :_ :.· :. :_ : .. :, · .. · .. :_ :.··. :. :.:.: · .. :_ :_· :.:.:_ :. A i~::a::: :: : : : : : : : :: ::::::::::::::: :: : : : :: :: ; 
Greene.......... . ..... ...... • .... •· •· •· i i!f~~r:.: .: :: :: :: :: :::: :: :· :: ::: : :.: .:: :: :: ,i 
g ~utg~Ye·: ·. ·. ·.· ... · .. ·.·. ·.·. ·. ·. ·. ·. •. ·. ·.·.·. ·. ·. ·. ·. ·. ·. ·. ·• ·. ·. ·. ·.·. le 10 Van Duren............................ .... 4 
D:~:N:'~::::.- :.:::: :·::::::::·:::::::: ; ~:r~J~~:::::·::.:: :::: : .. ::.:.:::::::::.:: : 
Harrison... .... ....... . .... ... . .. .. .. 10 Washington..... .. .. .. .. . . .. . . .. ... . 2 
r.~~1lrc1::: .. : .. ·::::::::: ::::::::. :::: :::: . ~ ~!~s0t~r.":::.:: · :: :::::: :::: :: · · :·: ::: : : :: ~ 
Uumboldt..... ... . • .. . . . .. . . . .. .. .. .. ... 6 WlnneOa.l{o. . . . .. .. .. .. . .. . . . . . . . .. . . . . .. l 
Ida....... . . . . . ... . . .. .. .. . . . .. .. . . . ... a Winneshiek............................... a 
Iowa..................... ........ .... .. .... •1 Woodbury............ . .. ... .. . .. . ... ... . 12 
Jackson................... ....... ..... 4 Wright.. ....... . •... ......... .... .... .. a 
f~.!;;.;:: · .. :: :·.::·.:.:·:.::::· .:::::: :::: .. 1i Total...... ... . . ................ - 4-7ij 
J_o_b_n_eo_n_._ . _._ .. _._ .. _._. _ .. _. _ .. _._ .. _._. ·-'·--· ·;..;•.;..·;..;· ._._. ·--·--· ..:...._8=----------------'-
REPORT OF THE SUPERrNTENDEXT. 25 
MOVEMENT OF POPULA.TCON. 
Number enrolled at beginning or period................................. 2601 1881 457 
Number admitted 6rst year .................. . .. .. ... . .. . ... ... . .. .. . . . ,a 1; 60 
:-;umber admitted second year .. .. . . .. .. ... .. .. .. ... ... .. .... . . .. . ..... 51 26 'i'7 
Number admitted during the period ........ .. ......... ·······.... .... 
0
~ .i~j N! 
Cared tor during period . . . .. .. . ... .. .. .. .. • .. .. . .. .... . ... . . . . .. .. .. .. . .,.., ..,._ .,...., 
Number admltled since O!'l!&nl:i&tlon. .. .... . .... .. .. .• . .. . . .. ... .... . .. 6b6 422 1,107 
Number at close of period ....................... . .. : .. ... . .... . . . .... .. 28t 102 4',6 
Average Hrst.yoarof period ............... ............ ...... .................. . . . .. 4!\8 
A vera,:e second year of period .. .. . . . . .. .. . . . . . .. . . . .. .. .. . . . . .. . .. ... . . .. . . . . . . 463 





Dlscb&rged during the period. . .. .. ... .. . ..... .. .. ...... ....... ....... ,o • 
Applications 6rst year of period .. .. .. .. • . .... .. . . .. .. .. .. .. • .. ....... 113 
Applloatlous second year or period...... .. .. ...... ... .. ..... ....... ... ..... .... .. 108 
Appllcatlons for the period . .. .. ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. • . . .. . .. . . . . . . ... .. . ... .. . . . . . . 221 
Applicant.!! over age .......................... • • • • .. • • ..... • · · ·· · · • · ..... · al 4 7 
Applicants waiting for admission..... . .. .. . . .. .... .. .. .. .. .. .. ........ .... .. ...... 217 
Number In school department. . . .. . . . . ... . .. . . . . . . .. .. .. .. .. ..... . ..... .. ... , 275 
Number In a..~ylum and custodial dep&rtments .......... _. _._ .. _._ .. _._ .. _._. _·..a·--·-" · ..c...· ·-·--··-· -21l--'1-
CAUSES FOR DISMISSAL. 
~ 
~ -;;; .j .; a 0 :a ~ f< 
Died flNt year or the period. . . . ... . .... . ......................... .. 
Died second yee.r or the period............ . ............................ . 
Ph rents non-residents ................................................... . 
~~tefe!ire~~ri~:: ::: :: . :· :. :: :: :·.:: :: : :::.:::: :: :: :::: :::: ::.: :: :::::::: 
12 3 15 
8 4 12 
4 2 6 
82 16 0 
6 2 7 
Selr•supportlng ............................................................ . 
On account or ·1osanlty .................... , ............................ . 
8ent to school for ,be deaf .............................................. . 
II 8 19 
6 ◄ 10 I t ------Total.. ................................................................ . 70 39 118 
• 
SPECIA L DEFECTS OF NUMBER NOW PRESENT. 
;ti • 
rt', -;; ,i 41 
';ii 8 .., ., 0 :a ~ f< 
02 46 HIii 
!l 3 6 
ta 9 22 
61! 47 115 
11:l 42 125 
aa I~ 48 
JI ' 111 II I 0 
◄ 1 6 
33 17 50 
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OAl':,ES OF DEATB FOR TBE PE(UOD. 
.; 
C, 
t .; -;; 
-;; s 0 
:a i: E-< 
µ:;cm!l;tl~;;j.:,;o;.;~iis:::.::·:::·::::: :::: :::·:::·:.:::::::: .. :::· ::·· :: .:.::: .. f i--1-
lt~1tWt!s:: :: :: .::::::. : . .-: : :: .. :: .: :::. :: :: ::: :::::::::: :: :: : :. :: ::: : . : : :: · I I 2 
Tyvho nlfLlllrl(t. ... , .. .... . ........ · · .. · .. · · · · · .. • · .. · · · · · · · •. · · .... · · · • · · 1 !i 
'l'ubercul011IK 11:e11eral1 ••.•••••••...••••.•. • •· .. • •·· • • • • •· · • •· ·· ·· ... • 3 
1 Acute p11hnonllry oon~estlon •.•.. .. •.•• .... • . ... .. .. . ..... .. .. ... .. . l •· ... . 
1 HIiiary ocelu,;lon ................... •·· • • • • · •· .... •··· •• · · •• •· ·· · · ·· · · ~ · •• ·• 
3 
Pneunaoula. ..... .................. · .. ::::::. :::: ::: . ·::::.:::::::::. : ... ::·::::_,ffi. •;·· z; 
Total ........ .. ..... . 
OONDITION OF IN'.\1ATE➔ msonARO.li;O OU!UNO PEltlOD. 
.; ., 
~ -;; -:; 
"' 8 .., 
--------------------------+-,;:;::;---c:-:~ {:. 
i~v?~oved· .. :::·:··::·::.:.::::::::::::::::····:::::::::::::::::::.:·1 ~ ~ j 
~lodera.t<'ly lmprovt•a ...... ... ............ ... .... • • • • • • • .... · • .. •·· · · · · · · lO ~ 19 1-lll(btly Improved ............. • • •. • • • • •· • • • • .. · · · · · .. · · · .. ·· · · ·' .. · · " .. · 1i o 21 
Not tmprovt"d.... . ............. .................. . ....................... _____ _ 
TOtRI. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . • . . .. . . . •• . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . •. 63 21< 01 
Oa•b rec<>lved Crom clothlnt; aeeount'I and sundry other soutte~ during the 
biennial period (•ndlni: June :JI, lllro . ... . .. ••..•. .••.•••••..••••••. ..• •. . • ! 11,769.53 
Allot which ha~ been turned over w the Trensurer. RS 11hown by recelptq. 
YEARLY PER OAPITA EXPENSE. 
Not looludlng cloth lug ..•.•• 
lncludlog cloth log ... ••.•. 
•• . •. . . . . . . . ... . .....••••....•. I 160.89 
. •.. • .......... ..... ..••.• ,. .. . ..... ... ... 178.0I 
'l'otal not credits tor Cu.rm ror the period..... . .. . .. . .. . . . . . .. .. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . .. 6,4116.83 
Net credits ror shoe ,bop ror the period. .. .. .. ... .. .. .. . . .... . . . . .•• . . . . . ... • 371.N 
• 
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TREASURER'S REPORT. 
llienniril Report of the Treasrtrer of the Iowa IMtitutio,i for Fcel;lc•Mindecl 
Vhi/dre,i, from Jttly 1. 1891, to Jtmc 30, 18.<J3 . 
.. 
a '0' - 4Ji:, • 
. 2"'8.~ i::i ~£ · ~ . ~;~ c 
__ - 4) ~,A O,:, 0 Cl c. 0 
9-!,.-:...; - a 8& 8 
l"Allll'! OP l'OND. ff f-
8
.; , gu,,s .. ~ ed.;£ ~.,; 
C• $ 1o. 8:: - ;., -8..::: Cc ;!: .ce -=2• .. 
0
">! S::oi: "'" 
,s- :i-~ ~--. Z:: O(/J O ce.c 
al C C f-, 8 l:Q 
~Ut>JX>rt ................... ..... J.070.628 U,4;J() 10''121,646.1411134,6.'iS 7611131,4:!4,42 13.221.34 
Ordln&ry. •. . . . ... • •• . .... • .. a,664.00 • . . . . . .... «.000.00 47,661.00I 43.0!14.00 3,670.00 
Fenolnlf...... ..... ..... ..... ...... .. ..... ... .. J00.00 300.00 07.n 2:l1.h7 
Bed~ and bedding . . . . . • . . . . . • .. . . . . . . . . .. l ,4!!6.00 l,4!111.00 1,390.40 00.iU 
Hosplrnl........ . .. . . . . . . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 400.00
1 
. 400.00 20l.2:J 108.77 
ltep111r~ nnd conUngent.. . .. . ... . . . .. • . .. . .. .. .. 3,000.00 3,600.00 3,424.15 75.85 
Provldi·ntlal. • . .. . . . . . . . . . . ... . .. . .. . .. . . 400.00 400.00 400.001 .. . .. .. 
Kitchen furniture. . . . 2fl2.07 •• •. . .. .. 'iGO.Ti l.012.1!4 IU!:i.,2, 07.j2 
Brick y&rd. ......... . 5000 .. .. ....... IIUll1 161.l.4 Jfl.lU ....... .. 
Bollt:MI and pump . .. . . . . .. . .. . . . . . • . 330.43 3.~7.6() 4,IOG.O;J 4, 111ft M ....... .. 
Hehool.. . . . .. . .. .. . .. . ............ ,. . . •. . . . .. . .. 316.06
1 
3i5.0.\ 3'1~ O.~ ..••.•. 
'F.loctrlo light . ... ...•.. .. ... . .... . . ... .... 2,163.48 2,t!l:l.4R 2,16:UR ........ . 
L&undry .... .. ........ . ....... . ... .•••• ... ... .... 17,000.00 17,000.00 17,000.00 ........• 
Ground" ••. ..... ...• . ..... 200.00 . . . •• .• .. 660.00 1;51).00 ll!H.411 156.51 
Palntlnl{. . . . . . . . . . . . . ... • .. . .. . .. .. ... . . .. 1.000.00 1.000.001 1.000.00 ....• • .. 
Flul~hlng fourth floor..... .... . . . . . . .. . .. .. . . . . . 1,000.001 · 1.000.00 02511 74.Btl 
Br..rn, and gra111Lrle~.. .. . . . .. .. . . . . • .. .. .. . . . . • . l .000.00 1,000.00 800.0IJ 101.00 
Mov. 1rnd rcp&lr E. Cottage.. . . ... . ... .. ... .. .. .. 1,100.00 1,160.00 l.lll0.00 ...... .. 
Plirirery. . . . . . . .. • . .......... ·..... 000 00 500.00. 500.00 •.•. 
Ore Im rd.. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . .. . . . . ., • . . . . . . . 80.50 IIO.!JU ljl)J\!l •• 




... . _ 
Totl\le ........ .. .......... '5,145.69 S 11,700.M 1202,161.171'210,760.2lU 2JJ,869.10,17,807.JO 
Al,ove is shown an accol!nt of all moneys received and paid by me during the 
period ending June ;~O, 1893, together with the balance remaining in my hands 
at the close of thtl period. 
Respectfully submitted. 
F. lt. SrmtVF.n, 'J ',·t,11111Yo!r • 
